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John the Baptist
Ask: Have you ever really looked forward to something?
Ask: Did you think about it a lot?  Did you talk about it a lot?
Ask: Do you remember who created the world?  Do you remember the first people?  Do you remember what Eve saw in the tree?  What happened?

Say: Because Adam and Eve made a bad choice, sin came into the world.  But God told them that one day Jesus would come to save them.  Adam and Eve were really looking forward to Jesus coming.  When their first baby was born, they hoped that he would be Jesus!  In fact, all the people we have learnt about in the Bible hoped that they would be able to meet Jesus, and today we are learning about someone else who was looking forward to Jesus, and this person was born only a few months before Jesus!
Bible Story
Sing Songs 
Return to tables – (Teens go to separate table)


Memory Verse: Fill in the blanks and then say the memory verse on the colouring page and finish.
Say: This term we are making banners or pillow covers.  Each week we will glue some new things from the Bible story into one of the squares.
Handout: A new banner or pillow cover.
Banner / Covers
· Write your name in one square.
· In the 1st square – use blue material to make a river.
· Add a "camel's hair" coat.
Discuss the following depending on age, interest and time: 

Do all your friends know about Jesus?  What have you told them about Jesus?  What could you tell them?
Imagine what it must have been like for Priest Zachariah, not being able to speak for 9 months?

Discuss how the people's expectations of how Jesus would come had changed.  (They expected a rich king to fight the Romans etc. – not a baby born from Bethlehem & Nazareth, who would be crucified)

Discuss why John had to come.  (Because the people were mixed up about how Jesus would come)

Prophets in the Old Testament had written that John would come just before Jesus. – Look at some of the prophecies. (Isaiah, 40:3-5, Malachi 4:5)

Say: John had a special job to tell the people that Jesus was going to come soon.  Jesus gave all Christians the same job.  Matthew 24:14 says the gospel (the good news about Jesus) will be preached in the whole world; and then Jesus will come.
Say:  The people of John's day were so busy that they missed the signs that Jesus was about to come.  Jesus is going to come again soon and lots of people won't even know until it is too late.
Ask: Do you want to be ready when Jesus comes?
Finish with prayer.
Announcement:  BRING A BABY PHOTO TO SABBATH SCHOOL NEXT WEEK.
